CHAPTER   III
the psychology and practice op magic
"\X7"E have had occasion to describe in some detail the
*	magical rites performed by many early Greek com-
munities at their chief festivals. It will not be irrelevant,
and may help our understanding of the mentality of early
Greeks (and indeed of all humanity), to consider more
systematically the psychological traits that magic implies.
We shall find them to be universal (though latent in those
who have felt the influence of rationalism, in so far as we
have been well brought up)—universal in man, and clearly
implied in the behaviour of some other species ; a fact not
without its bearing on a current anthropological controversy,
that of the Diffusion of Early Culture.
The deserted girl in the Second Idyll of Theokritos sets
about charming back her lover by means of an image made
of wax ; a wheel, to which she has tied a bird, the wryneck ;
a fire, into which she drops bay-leaves that crackle and blaze,
and over which she shreds, thread by thread, a hem that the
errant youth lost from his cloak, and melts the wax of her
image ; and other " properties ", including a rhombos, which
may be that toy not unknown to European children, and
sacred to Australian aborigines, the bull-roarer. The bay-
leaves are " good medicine" because of the satisfactory
crackle and flare that they make, and the rhombos because
of its impressive sound. She prays, or rather wishes : "As
this wax melts, so may he be melted by love. As these bay-
leaves are consumed and leave not an ash behind, so may
the fire of love consume him. As this wheel turns, so may
he turn and turn about my doors." She crushes a lizard,
and sends her maid to smear its blood about the doorway
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